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Numerical Features of the Book of Amos 
A New Approach to its Compositional Structure 
Please read the General Introduction 
Various views on the structural design of the book of Amos 
The sections marked blue are displaced, resulting in a text contrived by the commentator in question. 
TH. H. ROBINSON (Die Zwölf Kleinen Propheten: Hosea bis Micha, in: HAT 14, 1938, 71-108):  1,1-15; 2,1-5; 2,6-12; 2,13-3,8; 
3,9-13; 3,14-4,3; 4,4-13; 5,1-9; 5,10-17; 5,18-6,7; 6,8-10;  ,11-7,3; 7,4-17; 8,1-8; 8,9-14; 9,1-6; 9,7-12; 9,13-15.  
A. WEISER (Das Buch der zwölf Kleinen Propheten I Die Propheten Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadja, Jona, Micha, in: ATD 24, 
1949, 110-180): 1,1-2;  1,3-5;  1,6-8;  1,9-10;  1,11-12;  1,13-15;  2,1-3;  2,4-5;  2,6-8;  2,9-12; 2,13-16; 3,1-2; 3,3-8; 3,9-11;  
3,12a-b;  3,12c-15;  4,1-3;  4,4-5;  4,6-13;  5,1-3;  5,4-5.6.14-15;  5,7.(8.9).10; 6,12; 5,11b; 6,11; 5,12.(13).11a.16b.17;  
5,18.19; 6,9.10; 5,20;  5,21-27;  6,1.13.2.3.14;  6,4-6.1b.7-8;  7,1-9;  8,1-3.9,1-4;  7,10-17;   8,4-8 (9,5);  8,9-10;  8,11-12;  
8,13-14;  9,6;  9,7;  9,8;  9,9-10;  9,11-12;  9,13-15. 
H. FREY (Der Prophet Amos, in: Die Botschaft des Alten Testaments 23/1, Stuttgart, 19652):  Teil 1: 1,1.2; 1,3-8; 1,9-12;  
1,13-2,3; 2,4-16; 3,1-8; 3,9-4,3; Teil 2: 4,4-13; 5,1-17;  5,18-6,14; Teil 3: 7,1-9; 7,10-17; 8,1-3;  Teil 4: 8,4-14;  9,1-6;  9,7-15. 
H.W. WOLFF (Dodekapropheton 2: Joel und Amos, in: BKAT XIV/2, 1969, 105-410): 1,1-2; 1,3-2,16; 3,1-2; 3,3-8; 3,9-11; 3,13-15; 
4,1-3; 4,4-13; 5,1-17; 5,18-20; 5,18-20; 5,21-27; 6,1-7; 6,8-11; 6,13-14; 7,1-9; 7,10-17; 8,1-3; 8,4-145; 9,1-6; 9,7-10; 9,11-15. 
C. VAN LEEUWEN (Amos, in: POT, Nijkerk, 1985):  I: 1,2;  1,3—5;  1,6-8;  1,9-10;  1,11-12;  1,13-15;  2,1-3;  2,4-5;  |  2,6-8;  
2,9-12;  2,13-16;  |  2,6-8;  2,9-12;  2,13-16;   3,1-2;  3,3-8;   
II: 3,9-11;  3,12.15;  3,13-14;  4,1-3;  |  4,4-5;  4,6-13;  |  5,1-3;  5;4-6;  5,7;  5,8-9;  5,10-12 (13);  5,16-17;  |  5,18-20;  5,21-
27;  6,1-7;  6,8-11;  6,12;  6,13-14;   
III: 7,1-9;  7,10-17;  8,1-3; |  8,4-8;  8,9-10;  8,11-14;  |  8,4-8;  8.9-10;  8,11-14;  |  9,7;  9,8-10;  9,11-15. 
D. STUART (Hosea-Jonah, in: WBC 31, 1987, 273-400): 1,1;  1,2;  1,3-2,16;  3,1-2;  3,3-8;  3,9-4,3;  4,4-13;  5,1-17;   5,18-27;  
6,1-7;  6,8-14;  7,1-8,3;  8,4-14;  9,1-10;  9,11-15. 
F.I. ANDERSEN and D.N. FREEDMAN (Amos, in AB, 1989):  Part I: A. 1,1.2-8;  1,9-10;  1,11-12;  1,13-15;  2,1-3;  2,4-8;   
B. 2,9-16;  3,1-8;  C. 3,9-12;  3,13-15;  4,1-3;  D. 4,4-5;  4,6-11;  4,12.13;   
Part II: A. 5,1-6;  5,7.8-9;  5,10-12;  5,13.14-17;  5,18-20;  5,21-24;  5,25-27;  B. 6,1-7;  6,8-14;   
Part III: A. 7,1-3;  7,4-6;  7,7-9;  7,10-17;  8,1-3;  B. 8,4-6;  8,7-8;  8,9-10;  8,11-12;  8,13-14;  9,1-4;  9;5-6;  
Part IV: A. 9,7-8;  9,9-10;  B. 9,11-12;  9,13-15. 
S.M. PAUL (Amos, in: Hermeneia, 1991): 1,1-2; |1,3-2,16; 3,1-2; 3,3-8; 3,9-12; 3,13-15; 4,1-3;  4,4-13;  5,1-17;  5,18-20;  
5,21-27;  6,1-7;  6,8-11;  6,12-14;  7,1-9;  7,10-17;  8,1-3;  8,4-8;  8,9-10;  8,11-12;  8,13-14;  9,1-6;  9,7-10;  9,11-15. 
D.A. DORSEY (The Literary Structure of the Old Testament: A Commentary on Genesis-Malachi, Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1999, 277-286):  1: 1,1-2,16;   2: 3,1-15;  3: 4,1-13;  4: 5,1-17;  5: 5,18-6,14;  6: 7,1-8,3;  7: 8,4-9,15. (Literature!). 
J.D. NOGALSKI (The Book of the Twelve: Hosea-Jonah, in: Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary 18a, Macon GA, 2011, 259-
364): I: 1,1; 1,2; 1,3-16;  II: 3,115;  4,1-13;  5,1-27;  6,1-14;  III: 7,1-3;  7,4-6;  7,7-9;  7,10-17;  8,1-3;  8,4-14;  9,1-4;  9,5-6;  
IV: 9,7-10;  9,11-15.   
R. ABMA (“Hosea en Amos”, in: De Bijbel literair, Onder redactie van Jan Fokkelman en Wim Weren, Zoetermeer/ 
Kapellen, 2003, 271-278): 1,1-2;  1,3-2,16;  3,1-15;  4,1-6,14; || 7,1-9,6;  9,7-15. 
Overall outline based on extant layout markers, content, and numerical features 
The paragraphs marked blue are individually and/or collectively highlighted by 17 and 26. 
Section 1:  1,1-2,16 The coming judgement on Israel and its neighbours: P 31 vs;  426 words. 
Section 2:  3,1-15 The destruction of Israel and its cult centre: S  15 vs;  207 words. 
Section 3:  4,1-13 Israel’s transgressions despite YHWH’s plagues: S  13 vs;  215 words. 
Section 4:  5,1-17 Call to repentance and lament: S    17 vs;  220 words. 
Section 5:  5,18-6,14 Woe to those who desire the day of YHWH: S  24 vs;  274* words.   494 (19x26) 
Section 6:  7,1-8,3 Amos tells what YHWH showed him: P   20 vs;  297 words.   1190 (70x17) 
Section 7:  8,4-9,15 YHWH sends plagues, but has healing in mind: Col.  26 vs;  399 words. 
Amos 1-9   Most significant feature: the prolific use of the number 7 – see pp. 5-6        146 vs;  2038 words. 
* Four words in 6,8a are presumably a gloss; MT has 278 words. See 6,8 below in the table. 
Section 4 (Chapter 5) stands out as being in pride of place at the centre of the heptadic structure sealed by 17 verses. 
Section 7 (8,4-9,15) is noticeable as being sealed by its 26 verses. 
Sections 4 and 5 (Chapters 5 and 6) have altogether 494 (19x26) words. 
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Quantitative structural analysis of the book of Amos 
It cannot be excluded that some of the multiples of 17 and 26 are due to coincidence. 
Vs Texts Words Letters  Sum w. S/P Structural Design 
 Section 1 1,1-2,16     Coming judgement on Israel and his neighbours 
1 Am 1,1 23 91  23  §1 Heading including Amos’s first prophecy 
2 Am 1,2 13 59 1 36/36 P The heading is integral within the first prophecy. 
3 Am 1,3 17   78 (3x26) 63 2 53  §2 YHWH’s punishment of Damascus [Neighbour 1] 
4 Am 1,4 8 32  61  1,1-5 (§§1-2) Amos’s first prophecy and God’s 
5 Am 1,5 17 67 3 78/42 P first speech (the beginning of the book): 78 words. 
6 Am 1,6 17 65 4 95  §3 YHWH’s punishment of Gaza [Neighbour 2] 
7 Am 1,7 6 28  101  1,6  Gaza’s evil deed was deportation of a whole  
8 Am 1,8 16 76 5 117/39 P people to Edom: 17 words. 
9 Am 1,9 20+ 73 6 137  §4 YHWH’s punishment of Tyre [Neighbour 3] 
10 Am 1,10 6/26 27  143/26 P The paragraph is sealed by 26 words. 
11 Am 1,11 23 86 7 166  §5 YHWH’s punishment of Edom [Neighbour 4] 
12 Am 1,12 6 28  172/29 P  
13 Am 1,13 20 73 8 192  §6 YHWH’s punishment of Ammon [Neighbour 5] 
14 Am 1,14 12 55  204   
15 Am 1,15 8 32 9 212/40 P  
16 Am 2,1 17   78 (3x26) 61 10 229  §7 YHWH’s punishment of Moab [Neighbour 6] 
17 Am 2,2 12 56  241   
18 Am 2,3 9 37 11 250/38 P 1,13-2,3 (§§6-7) is sealed by 78 (3x26) words. 
19 Am 2,4 25 97 12-13 275  §8 YHWH’s punishment of Judah [Neighbour 7] 
20 Am 2,5 6 31  281/31 P  
21 Am 2,6 18 70 14 299  §9 YHWH’s punishment of Israel [Extra: a climax] 
22 Am 2,7 19 69  318   
23 Am 2,8 12 48  330   
24 Am 2,9 17 78  347  2,9  YHWH destroyed the Amorites: 17 words. 
25 Am 2,10 14+ 61  361  2,10-11 YHWH led the Israelites out of Egypt  
26 Am 2,11 12/26 57 15 373  and enabled them to occupy land: 26 words. 
27 Am 2,12 10 42  383   
28 Am 2,13 10 41  393   
29 Am 2,14 11 39  404   
30 Am 2,15 13 47  417  1,3-2,16  (§2-9) The passage dealing with YHWH’s  
31 Am 2,16 9 38 16 426/145 P punishment of the nations and Israel: 390 (15x26). 
31 Section 1 426 1727 16x 426   
 Section 2 3,1-15     The destruction of Israel and its cult centre 
32 Am 3,1 18 68 17 444  §1 YHWH has spoken: who can but prophesy? 
33 Am 3,2 13 49  457   
34 Am 3,3 6 24  463   
35 Am 3,4 13   34 (2x17) 49  476  3,3-5  Five metaphors to demonstrate that nothing 
36 Am 3,5 15 52  491  happens without God telling it to his prophets: 
37 Am 3,6 14 47 18 505  34 (2x17) words. 
38 Am 3,7 13 44 19 518   
39 Am 3,8 11 34 20 529/103 []  
40 Am 3,9 19 88  548  §2 Prophecy against Assyria and Egypt 
41 Am 3,10 10 45 21 558 P  
42 Am 3,11 13 51 22 571/42 []  
43 Am 3,12 23    104 (4x26) 87 23 594  §3 Prophecy against the house of Jacob and Bethel 
44 Am 3,13 9 39 24 603   
45 Am 3,14 16 67  619  3,9-15  The two prophecies have altogether 7 verses  
46 Am 3,15 14 52 25 633/62 S and 104 (4x26) words. 
15 Section 2 207 796 9x 207   
 Section 3 4,1-13     Israel’s transgressions despite YHWH’s plagues 
47 Am 4,1 16 75  649  §1 Criticism of the people for refusing to return 
48 Am 4,2 15 66 26 664   
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49 Am 4,3 8 40 27 672   
50 Am 4,4 13 59  685   
51 Am 4,5 14 56 28 699  4,6 Even famine did not help them to return: 17 w. 
52 Am 4,6 17 65 29 716  4,4-9 The people continue their empty religious  
53 Am 4,7 28  104 (4x26) 104  744  activities despite YHWH’s efforts to let them return:  
54 Am 4,8 16 56 30 760  104 (4x26) words. 
55 Am 4,9 16 80 31 776/143 S   
56 Am 4,10 20 84 32 796  §2 Egyptian plagues and a Sodom ruin: of no avail 
57 Am 4,11 17 65 33 813/37 S 4,11 Even overthrowing them did not help: 17 words. 
58 Am 4,12 14 49  827  §3 Prepare to meet your God, O Israel! 
59 Am 4,13 21 73 34 848/35 S  
13 Section 3 215 872 9x 215   
 Section 4 5,1-17              Call to repentance and lament 
60 Am 5,1 11 40  859  §1 A lamentation for the house of Israel 
61 Am 5,2 11 43  870   
62 Am 5,3 16 63 35 886/38 S  
63 Am 5,4 8     85 (5x17) 30 36 894  §2 Seek YHWH – not Bethel or Gilgal - and live! 
64 Am 5,5 19 67  913   
65 Am 5,6 14 49 37 927   
66 Am 5,7 6 29  933/47 [] 5,1-7 (§§1-2) is sealed by 85 (5x17) words. 
67 Am 5,8 18+ 71 38 951 S §3 Hymnic recapitulation of YHWH’s great deeds 
68 Am 5,9 8/26 25  959/26 [] The paragraph is sealed by 26 words. 
69 Am 5,10 6 26  965  §4 Condemnation of injustice and a call to repent 
70 Am 5,11 22 77  987   
71 Am 5,12 13 60  1000  The paragraph is sealed by 78 (3x26) words. 
72 Am 5,13 9     78 (3x26) 29  1009   
73 Am 5,14 14 52 39 1023   
74 Am 5,15 14 58 40 1037/78 S  
75 Am 5,16 23 83 41 1060  §5 In every place there will be mourning and wailing 
76 Am 5,17 8 31 42 1068/31 S 5,4-17  (§2-5) Altogether 182 (7x26) words.  
17 Section 4 220 833(49x17) 8x 220  Section 4 is sealed by 17 verses and 833 letters. 
 Section 5 5,18-6,14     Woe to those who desire the day of YHWH 
77 Am 5,18 14 46 43-44 1082  §1 YHWH hates hypocritical religious activities 
78 Am 5,19 15 56  1097   
79 Am 5,20 10 31 45 1107   
80 Am 5,21 6 30  1113  5,21-23  YHWH despises feasts, offerings, songs and 
81 Am 5,22 12    26 45  1125  musical performances: 26 words. 
82 Am 5,23 8 31  1133   
83 Am 5,24 6 25  1139   
84 Am 5,25 9 40  1148   
85 Am 5,26 12 51  1160   
86 Am 5,27 9 40 46 1169/101 P  
87 Am 6,1 13 59  1182  §2 A woe oracle and the threat of exile 
88 Am 6,2 18 71  1200   
89 Am 6,3 6 25  1206   
90 Am 6,4 13   78 (3x26) 56  1219  The paragraph is finalized and sealed by its 
91 Am 6,5 9 32  1228  78 (3x26) words. 
92 Am 6,6 11 46  1239   
93 Am 6,7 8 31  1247/78 P  
94 Am 6,8 14 63 47 1261  §3 YHWH will deliver up the city and its inhabitants 
95 Am 6,9 8 31  1269  in 6,8aβ is presumably a gloss. 
96 Am 6,10 22 87 48 1291  See BHS. 
97 Am 6,11 11 46 49 1302   
98 Am 6,12 13 56  1315  6,11-14  Coming disasters: houses shall be smitten 
99 Am 6,13 9     51 (3x17) 41  1324  and those who turn justice into poison shall be 
100 Am 6,14 18 70 50 1342/95 S oppressed by a foreign nation: 51 (3x17) words. 
24 Section 5 274 1125  1109 8x    274   
100 Amos 1-6 1346    1342 5353  5337 50x 1342   
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 Section 6 7,1-8,3     Amos tells what YHWH showed him 
101 Am 7,1 15 56 52 1357  §1 YHWH repents concerning the locusts 
102 Am 7,2 18+ 58 53 1375  7,2-3  Amos beseeches YHWH, who repents: 26 w. 
103 Am 7,3 8/26 25 54-55 1383   
104 Am 7,4 17 61 56-57 1400  7,4  YHWH called for a judgement by fire: 17 words. 
105 Am 7,5 11 35 58 1411   
106 Am 7,6 11 34 59-60 1422/80 S  
107 Am 7,7 10 35  1432  §2 YHWH sets a plumb line: Israel shall be destroyed 
108 Am 7,8 22 77 61 1454   
109 Am 7,9 11   78 (3x26) 48  1465/43 P  
110 Am 7,10 23 84  1488  §3 Amasiah, the priest of Bethel accuses Amos  
111 Am 7,11 12 45  1500/35 S 7,7-12 (§§2-3) is sealed by 78 (3x26) words. 
112 Am 7,12 16 52  1516  §4 Amasiah wants to silence Amos 
113 Am 7,13 13 45  1529/29 S  
114 Am 7,14 17 63  1546  §5 Amos repudiates: YHWH sent me to prophesy! 
115 Am 7,15 12 47 62-63 1558   
116 Am 7,16 15   68 (4x17) 49 64 1573  The paragraph is sealed by 68 (4x17) words. 
117 Am 7,17 24 96 65 1597/68 S 7,1-17  (§1-5) Altogether 255 (15x17) words. 
118 Am 8,1 7 26 66 1604  §6 The basket of summer fruit: a sign of Israel’s end 
119 Am 8,2 21 71 67 1625   
120 Am 8,3 14 55 68 1639/42 P Until here, 68(4x17) instances of the name (BHS). 
20 Section 6 297 1062 17x 297  Section 6 is sealed by 17 instances of the name YHWH 
 Section 7 8,4-9,15     YHWH sends plagues, but has healing in mind 
121 Am 8,4 7 31  1646  §1 YHWH will never forget any of their deeds 
122 Am 8,5 16 72  1662   
123 Am 8,6 9 40  1671   
124 Am 8,7 9  35 69 1680   
125 Am 8,8 16 60  1696/57 S  
126 Am 8,9 13+ 57 70 1709  §2 YHWH will send famine and hunger for his word 
127 Am 8,10 21/34 (2x17) 86  1730  8,9-10  On that day YHWH will darken the earth and  
128 Am 8,11 21 73 71-72 1751  turn their feasts into mourning: 34 (2x17) words. 
129 Am 8,12 14 51 73 1765   
130 Am 8,13 7 38  1772   
131 Am 8,14 15 59  1787/91 S  
132 Am 9,1 25 97  1812  §3 Efforts to escape God’s judgement will fail 
133 Am 9,2 11 43  1823  9,1-6 None of the efforts to escape will succeed, 
134 Am 9,3 18 73  1841  because the almighty God’s name is YHWH: 
135 Am 9,4 16  102 (6x17) 66  1857  102 (6x17) words. 
136 Am 9,5 16 69 74 1873   
137 Am 9,6 16 63 75 1889  9,7-10 YHWH will destroy the sinful kingdom and  
138 Am 9,7 19 81 76 1908  shake the Israelites with a sieve: 68 (4x17) words. 
139 Am 9,8 21 80 77-78 1929  The paragraph is in its entirety finalized and sealed by  
140 Am 9,9 17   68 (5x17) 65  1946  102 + 68 = 170 words. 
141 Am 9,10 11 46  1957/170 []  
142 Am 9,11 15 66  1972  §4 In that day YHWH will raise up the booth of David 
143 Am 9,12 15 56 79 1987/30 P  
144 Am 9,13 18 79 80 2005  §5 Fortunes will be restored and cities will be rebuilt 
145 Am 9,14 19   51 (3x17) 77  2024  The final paragraph at the end of the book is sealed 
146 Am 9,15 14 55 81 2038/51 P by 51(3x17) words. 
26 Section 7 399 (57x7) 1618 13x 399  Section 7 is sealed by 26 verses and 399 (7x57) words. 
146 Amos 1-9 2038 8017 80x 2038  The 7x57 words of Section 7 may be conscious design. 
Observation 1  In the book of Amos (emended text) 138 of the 146 verses (94%) and 1489 of the 2038 
words (73%) are highlighted by 17 and 26. In line with many other books, the book of Amos begins and ends 
with a number of words that are multiples of 26 and 17: 1,1-5 with 78 (3x26) words, and 9,13-15 with 51 
(3x17) words. See my article The beginning and end of a holy book. For the question of emending MT, see 
page 10 in the General Introduction and my article “Textual Criticism: A Radical Reassessment”. 
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Observation 2  A distinctive feature of the book of Amos is the prolific use of the number 7, to begin with 
the 7 Sections of the overall structural design, but there is much more: a great number of groupings of 7. 
Note that the clause ‘For three… and for four…’ in 1,3-2,6 refer explicitly to the number 7 (7=3+4)! 
Several scholars have drawn attention to this significant feature, among others, James Limburg, “Sevenfold Structures in the Book 
of Amos”, in JBL 106 (1987), 217-222, F.I. Andersen and D.N. Freedman, Amos, in AB, 1989, and especially D.A. Dorsey in his 
book cited above, pp. 277-86.  For literature dealing with the compositional structure of Amos, see Dorsey, pp. 277f. For the use 
of the number seven in the Bible, see Chapter 2 and Chapter 3 in my book Numerical Secrets of the Bible, and Georg Braulik, “Die 
Funktion von Siebenergruppierungen im Endtext des Deuteronomiums“, in: Studien zum Buch Deuteronomium (Stuttgarter 
Biblische Aufsatzbände 24; Stuttgart: Kath. Bibelwerk, 1997) 63-79 [= Ein Gott – Eine Offenbarung. Beiträge zur biblischen 
Exegese, Theologie und Spiritualität. Festschrift für Notker Füglister OSB zum 60. Geburtstag  (Hg. v. F. V. Reiter; Würzburg: Echter, 
1991) 37-50], and “Die sieben Säulen der Weisheit im Buch Deuteronomium“, in: Studien zu den Methoden der 
Deuteronomiumsexegese (Stuttgart Biblische Aufsatzbände 42; Stuttgart: Kath. Bibelwerk, 2006) 77-109 [= Auf den Spuren der 
schriftgelehrten Weisen. Festschrift für Johannes Marböck anlässlich seiner Emeritierung (Hg. v. Irmtraud Fischer, Ursula Rapp und 
Johannes Schiller; BZAW 331; Berlin – New York: de Gruyter, 2003) 13-43]. 
Limburg and Dorsey have detected altogether twenty-two cases. Not twenty-three because Dorsey’s Number 
21 (in 9,2a-4a) is not a seven- but a fivefold grouping. Instead I found a sevenfold grouping of verbs in 9,1-4.  
In what follows, I retain the order used by Dorsey (Numbers 1-11 by Limburg and 12-23 by Dorsey): 
1. Seven oracles against Israel’s seven neighbours (1,3-2,5): Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab, Judah, + 
an extra one against Israel (2,6-8), which stands apart as very special! 
2. Seven clauses describing Israel’s sins (2,6-8): sell, trample, push, go in, desecrate, spread out, drink. 
3. Seven clauses depicting the inescapability of punishment (2,14-16): perish, not retain, not escape, not stand, 
not escape, not escape, flee. 
4. Seven rhetorical questions (3,3-6): Do two walk together? Does a lion roar in the forest? Does a young lion cry 
out from his den? Does a bird fall into a snare on earth? Does a snare spring up from the ground?  Is a trumpet 
blown in the city? Does evil befall a city? 
5. Seven imperatives (4,4-5): come, transgress, multiply, bring, offer, call, proclaim. 
6. Seven first-person verbs depicting YHWH’s punishment (4,6-13): gave, withheld, sent rain, smote, laid waste, 
sent, overthrew. 
7. Seven verbs about YHWH’s mighty acts (5,8-9): make, turn, darken, call, pour, make flash, come. 
8. Seven empty ritual acts by Israel (5,21-23): feasts, assemblies, burnt offerings, grain offerings, peace offerings 
of fatted beasts, noise of songs, melody of harps. 
9. Seven verbs depicting the sins of the wealthy (6,4-6): lie, stretch out, eat, sing, invent, drink, anoint. 
10. Seven things the wealthy do (8,4-8): sell, offer, make small, make great, deal deceitfully, buy, sell. 
11. Seven first-person singular verbs (or syntactic equivalents) depicting YHWH’s punishing acts (9,1-4): slay, take, 
bring down, search out to take, command, command, set. 
12. Seven classes of soldiers who will not escape (2,14-16): swift, strong, warrior, archer, infantry, chariotry, mighty. 
13. Seven verbal clauses depicting YHWH’s coming punishment (3,14-15): punish, punish, be cut off, fall, smite, 
perish, come to an end. 
14. Seven poetic verses (cola, C.J.L.) comprising YHWH’s sarcastic exhortation to perform their hypocritical 
religious activities (4,4-5):  Come to Bethel and transgress! To Gilgal and multiply that! Bring your sacrifices 
every morning! Your tithes every three days! Burn a thank-offering without leaven! Announce publicly the 
freewill-offerings! For that is what you love to do, people of Israel! 
15. Seven plagues (4,6-11): famine, drought, blight, locusts, pestilence, sword, destruction. 
16. Seven verbs of exhortation in the call to repentance (5,4-6a): seek, live, do not seek, do not come, do not go, 
seek, live. 
17. Seven poetic verselines expressing Israel’s guilt (5,10-13): v. 10: one line; v. 11: three lines; v.12: two lines; v. 
13: one line. 
18. Seven verbs of exhortation (5,14-15): seek, you will live, it will be, hate, love, establish, he will be gracious. 
19. Seven participles in the woe oracle (6,1-6): those who are at ease (1a), who are complacent (1a), who thrust 
aside the evil day (3a), who lie on ivory beds (4a), who eat lambs (4b), who sing to the sound of the harp (5a), 
who drink wine by the bowlful (6a). 
20. Seven (+1 extra, C.J.L.) occurrences of the name Israel in Amos’s vision of the plumb line (7,9-17): 8b, 9a, 10a, 
10b, 11b, 15b, 16b, 17b. 
21. Seven lines comprising the ‘im… miššam series in 9,2a-4a, according to Dorsey, but there are only five (C.J.L.). 
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However, in 9,1-4 I found seven verbs depicting efforts of the Israelites to escape YHWH’s punishment: flee 
away, escape, dig into Sheol, climb up to heaven, hide on Carmel, hide at the bottom of the sea, go into captivity. 
So there are indeed altogether twenty-three sevenfold groupings. But, who knows, there may even be more. 
22. Seven first-person verbs depicting the good things YHWH will do for Israel in the future (9,11-14): raise up, 
repair, raise up, build, restore, plant, give. 
23. Seven third-person plural verbs depicting things Israel will do or not do in the coming days (9,14-15): build, dwell, 
plant, drink, make, eat, not be plucked up. 
In addition, the name Amos occurs 7x - only in Chapters 1, 7, and 8 (1,1; 7,8.10.11.12.14; 8,2). 
The phrase Man occurs 14x (2,11.16; 3,10.15; 4,3.6.8.9.10.11; 9,7.8.12.13). The longer phrase  occurs 
4x (4,5; 8,3.9.11). The still longer one  occurs 1x (3,13) and 1x (6,14), 
altogether 6x (4x+1x+1x). That means that Man occurs 20x in four different phrases, leaving the gloss in 6,8, twabu yhla 
hwhy-Man out of consideration. 
Crucial passages highlighted by the divine name numbers 17 and 26. 
1. The beginning of the book: Amos’s first prophecy and God’s first speech (1,1-5): 78 (3x26) words. 
2. Gaza’s evil deed was deportation of a whole people to Edom (1,6): 17 words. 
3. YHWH’s punishment of Tyre (1,9-10): 26 words. 
4. YHWH’s punishment of Ammon and Moab (1,13-2,3): 78 (3x26) words. 
5. It was YHWH who destroyed the Amorites (2,9): 17 words. 
6. YHWH led the Israelites out of Egypt and enabled them to occupy land (2,10-11): 26 words. 
7. The passage about YHWH’s punishment of the nations and Israel (1,3-2,16): 390 (15x26) words. 
8. Nothing happens without God telling it to his prophets (3,3-5): 34 (2x17) words. 
9. Even famine did not convince the Israelites to return (4,6): 17 words. 
10. Israel continues its religious activities despite God’s efforts to stop them (4,4-9): 104 (4x26) words. 
11. Even overthrowing them did not help (4,11): 17 words. 
12. A lamentation for the house of Israel and a plea to seek YHWH and live (5,1-7): 85 (5x17) words. 
13. A hymnic recapitulation of YHWH’s great deeds (5,8-9): 26 words. 
14. Condemnation of injustice and a call to repent (5,10-14): 78 (3x26) words. 
15. YHWH despises feasts, offerings, songs and musical performances (5,21-23): 26 words. 
16. A woe oracle against Israel and the threat of exile (6,1-7): 78 (3x26) words. 
17. Those who turn justice into poison shall be oppressed (6,11-14): 51 (3x17) words. 
18. Amos beseeches YHWH, who repents (7,2-3): 26 words. 
19. YHWH called for a judgement by fire (7,4): 17 words. 
20. YHWH sets a plumb line in Israel and Amasiah accuses Amos (7,7-11): 78 (3x26) words. 
21. Amos repudiates: YHWH sent me to prophesy! (7,14-17): 68 (4x17) words. 
22. On that day YHWH darkens the earth and turns their feasts into mourning (8,9-10): 34 (2x17) words. 
23. None of them will escape, because the almighty God’s name is YHWH (9,1-6): 102 (6x17) words. 
24. YHWH will destroy the sinful kindom and shake the Israelites with a sieve (9,7-10): 68 (4x17) words. 
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Words ascribed to God in the book of Amos 
Regarding the formulae referring to God’s speaking,  and  and twabu yhla hwhy-Man and 
 and  and  and  and  within and at 
the end of the speeches (Ref. For.), it is difficult to say whether they are remarks by the prophet, or whether they are integral 
within the divine speeches (as in Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi). Therefore, I shall register them 
separately. In any case, they stress the divine character of the words attributed to God.  
It appears that Amos stands in the tradition of Isaiah and Jeremiah, where such formulae are integral within the speeches. 
Column 1: The numbering of the words ascribed to God (Ns.). Column 2: The texts in which they are to be found (Text). 
Column 3: The addressees (Addressee). Column 4: The number of words in the introductions (Introduction). 
Column 5: The words in the utterances ascribed to God (DS). Column 6: The words referring to God’s words (Ref. For.). 
Column 7: The words in the DSSs including the Ref. Fors. (WAG). Column 8: The words devoted to God’s speaking (Total). 
Ns. Text      Addressee/Subject Intro         DS Ref. For.       WAG          Total 
1. 1,3-5   None: About Damascus 3 37 2 39 42       
2. 1,6-8   None: About Gaza 3 33    Foreign 3 36 39 
3. 1,9-10 None: About Tyre 3 23     neighbours 0 23 26 
4. 1,11-12 None: About Edom 3 26   187 (11x17) 0 26 29 
5. 1,13-15 None: About Ammon 3 35      35+ 2 37 40 
6.    2,1-3 None: About Moab 3 33      33/68 2 35 38 
7. 2,4-5  None: About Judah 3 28 0 28 31 
8A. 2,6-8 None: About Israelites 3 46 0 46 49  
8B. 2,9-11 The Israelites (2nd person) 0 41 2 43   170 43 
9. 2,12-16 The Israelites (2nd person) 0 51 (3x17) 2 53 53 
10. 3,1-2 The Israelites (2nd person) 10 21 0 21   31 
11.   3,9-10   The Israelites (2nd person)  0 27 2 29 29 
12.    3,11   The Israelites (2nd person) 5 8   0 8  13 
13. 3,12-15   Jacob: About Israel 3 52 (2x26) 7 59 62 
14.    4,2-3   Cows of Bashan 4 17 2 19  23 
15.    4,4-5   The Israelites (2nd person) 0 24 3 27 27 
16.    4,6-8   The Israelites (2nd person) 0 57 4 61 61 
17.    4,9   The Israelites (2nd person) 0 14 2 16 16 
18.    4,10   The Israelites (2nd person) 0 18   104 (4x26) 2 20     20 
19.    4,11   The Israelites (2nd person) 0 15 2 17  17 
20.    4,12   The Israelites (2nd person) 0 14 0 14 14 
21.    5,3   The Israelites (2nd person) 5 11 0 11 16 
22.    5,4-5   The Israelites (2nd person) 6 21 0 21 27 
23.    5,10-13   The Israelites (3rd person) 0 50 0 50 50 
24.    5,16-17 The Israelites (3rd person) 7 22 2 24 31 
25. 5,21-27 The Israelites (2
nd
 person) 0 57 5 62 62 
26.    6,8 God has sworn by himself 4   10   0 10   14  
27. 6,14 The Israelites (2nd person) 0 14 4 18 18 
28.    7,3   Amos: YHWH repents 0 2 2 4 4   
29.    7,6b Amos: YHWH repents 0 4 3 7 7 
30.    7,8a   Amos: the plumb line 3 4+ 0 4 7 
31.   7,8b-9   Amos: re the plumb line 2 22/26 0 22     24 
32.    7,15b   Amos: his commission 3 5  0 5       8 
33.    7,17   The Israelites (2nd person) 4 20 0 20 24 
34.    8,2a   Amos: the fruit basket 1 4 0 4 5 
35.    8,2b-3   Amos: re the fruit basket 3 21 3 24 27 
36.    8,7   Amos: re Jacob’s deeds 4 5 0 5 9 
37.    8,9-10   The Israelites (2
nd
 person) 0 31 3 34 (2x17) 34 (2x17) 
38.    8,11-14   The Israelites (3rd person) 0 54   153 (9+17) 3 57 57 
39.    9,1-4   Amos: re Israel’s exile 1 63  0 63 64 
40.    9,7   The Israelites (2
nd
 person) 0 17 2 19+ 19 
41.    9,8aβ-b   The Israelites (3rd person) 0 13 2 15/34(2x17) 15 
42. 9,9-10 The Israelites (3rd person) 0 28 0 28 28 
43.    9,11-12   None: the restoration 0 26   4 30 30 
44.    9,13-15   The Israelites (2
nd
 person) 0 46 5 51 (3x17) 51 (3x17) 
45 Am. 1-9 Emended text 89 1170 (45x26) 75 1245 1334 
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Observation 3  Some of the multiples of 17 and 26 may be due to coincidence, but we may conclude that 
the words ascribed to God (Column 5) did not include the Referring Formulae. Such formulae stem from the 
pen of the author/prophet, as is the case in the books of Isaiah and Jeremiah.  
The 45 DSs have altogether 1170 (45x26) words.  The emendation in 6,8 has no effect on the divine speech.  
DSs 1-6 (1,1-2,3), dealing with the punishment of the 6 foreign neighbours, have 187 (11x17) words. 
DSs 5+6 (1,13-15 and 2,1-3), dealing with the punishment for Ammon and Moab, have 68 (4x17) words.  
DS 9 (2,12-16), Israel’s giving of wine to the Nazirites and the silencing of the prophets, has 51 (3x17) words. 
DS 13 (3,12-15), the punishment of Israel for his idolatry, has 52 (2x26) words. 
DS 14 (4,2-3), YHWH’s judgement on the cows of Bashan, has 17 words. 
DSs 16-19 (4,6-11), the plagues YHWH sent in vain to the Israelites, have altogether 104 (4x26) words. 
DSs 30-31 (7,8-9), the episode of YHWH standing beside a wall with a plumb line, has 26 words. 
DSs 36-39 (8,7-9,4), what YHWH has sworn by the pride of Jacob, have altogether 153 (9x17) words. 
DS 37 (8,9-10), the words devoted to the prospects for Israel on the day of YHWH (Column 8): 34 (2x17). 
DS 40 (9,7), YHWH’s rebuke of the Israelites, has 17 words.  
DS 43 (9,11-12), YHWH will raise up the booth of David, has 26 words. 
DS 44 (9,13-15), the words devoted to Israel’s future  prosperity (Column 8): 51 (3x17). 
I owe thanks to Klaas Eikelenboom for his constructive remarks and his helpful observations regarding the divine speeches. 
Amos 1    
Introduction by the author:  36 words     

The first prophecy of Amos is part of the Introduction         

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Amos 2    
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Amos 3    













11.   3,9-10  0+27+2=29    

          

12.   3,11  5+8=13                                       










Amos 4    










16.   4,6-8  0+57+4=61   
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17.   4,9  0+14+2=16






19.   4,11  0+15+2=17 


20.   4,12  0+14=14             

     






21.   5,3  5+11=16 


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26.   6,8  4+10=14                               












27.   6,14  0+14+4=18   









                                   
29.   7,6b  0+4+3=7                                                               
 
30.   7,8a  3+4=7                                            
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Amos 8    
 
34.   8,2a  1+4=5                                                     







36.   8,7  4+5=9                                   

















Amos 9    
























41.   9,8aβ-b  0+13+2=15                                             









44.   9,13-15  0+46+5=51 (3x17)                                       








 
 
